GAELSCOIL LÉIM AN MHADAIDH


Dúnghaois do Chreideamh 

Faith Policy 
1.
Introduction  - policy statement

The following statements of principle, policy and procedure aim to set the conceptual framework, which underpins the practices within The Gaelscoil in relation to matters of faith.  This ethos is reflected in all actions and decisions taken by staff.  The Gaelscoil is open to all children, whatever the religious beliefs of the parents and whatever the religion practised in the home or not. The school aims to create a welcoming environment for all children irrespective of religious belief, race or background.

2.
The role of parents

In relation to the teaching of moral and religious values and in the establishment of religious practices and beliefs, it is accepted that it is the parents of children who carry the greatest responsibility and whose input carries most influence.  Parents teach their children through example, through talking to them about religious and moral issues and through the way they themselves put into effect their own religious beliefs.  It is acknowledged that the role of parents in this regard is paramount and over-rides all other factors.

3.
The role of schools

Religious education is a statutory subject within the school curriculum in all schools in Northern Ireland.  The areas to be covered have been decided by the Department of Education and all schools must offer this curriculum. 

Any parents who do not wish their children to be involved in a religious education programme may withdraw their children from religious education classes.

4.
The aims of the Gaelscoil religious education programme

In developing and delivering the religious education programme the Gaelscoil has set itself a number of aims:-

-
To promote an awareness and understanding of the diversity of faiths within the local community and the world in which we live

-
To support the role of parents with religious beliefs through the provision of Irish language material

-
to provide support during school hours (within the school) with preparation for specific religious events occurring during primary school age such as 1st Confession, Communion and Confirmation (or any other event being celebrated by any pupil).

-
to ensure that no child feels marginalized because he/she represents a minority with the school or a minority whose parents have elected for them not to participate in any religious event.

To achieve this, the staff has:-

-
made themselves familiar with the content of the statutory religious curriculum

-
identified any areas which can be expanded or elaborated in a way which allows for a more universal application within the school as a whole

-
identified appropriate cross-community activities e.g. Christmas carol service in which to participate

-
identified prayers in Irish which will be said in school on a daily basis reflecting the school’s ethos of promoting an environment in which all are made welcome

-
identified any areas which can be totally or partially accommodated through the delivery of another curriculum area/a cross curricular approach

-
extended the curriculum to include areas relating to preparation for significant religious events in the children’s lives such as 1st Communion, Confession and Confirmation.

-
established connections with other religious groups to avail, where practicable, of visiting speakers from all over the world who give an insight into differing faiths in keeping with the spirit of the curriculum

-
identified appropriate activities for any children not participating in any specific religious event

5.
Celebrations occurring during the school year:

Ceiliúradh an Fhómhair (bainte le hAonach Lúnasa), Ceiliúradh Nollag, Ceiliúradh Naomh Bríd, Ceiliúradh Naomh Pádraig, Céad Faoistín, Céad Chomaoineach, Cóineartú

Harvest Festival (connected to Lammas Fair), Christmas celebration, St. Brigid’s celebration, St. Patrick’s celebration, 1st Confession, 1st Communion, and Confirmation
(This list is not exhaustive and may be added to)

6.
Programme Contents

The religious programme content contains key areas, these are;

Respect self

Recognise that each individual is unique and special

Recognise that ach individual has abilities and gifts

Recognise that each child is loved and valued

Recognise the need to care for their bodies

Recognising that increasing maturity brings gifts, skills and responsibilities

Respect for others

Recognise that others have gifts and abilities

Recognise and respect differences in others

Recognise and value co-operation, sharing, helping others, being honest and being kind in an individual and community context.

Examine their attitude and behaviour towards others

Show respect to property of others

Show respect for those who have responsibility for them

Respect for the environment

Develop a caring attitude toward living things

Realise that ach person has a responsibility to care for the environment

Themes

Religion will be taught using a cross-curricular, thematic approach these are
Primary 1 and 2

· Developing an awareness and appreciation of the beauty and versatility of the world in which they live

· Developing an awareness and appreciation of their own gifts and abilities

· Developing an awareness and appreciation of the love of others for them and the care that is given to them

· Developing an awareness and appreciation of the love they themselves have for family and friends

· Celebrating and showing thanks for their world, their gifts and abilities and the love of others for them

Primary 3 and 4

· The physical gifts each one has

· Other abilities and gifts each one has

· The responsibility each has in maintaining and developing physical gifts and other gifts

· The responsibility each has in using gifts for the benefit of others

· How families and friends use their gifts and talents to help and support one another

· How families and friends celebrate

· How families and friends resolve conflict

Primary 5 and 6

· The diversity of people in society

· The diversity of religious beliefs in a historical and contemporary context

Primary 7

· Injustices and inequality in our society

· The responsibilities that we all have in using our gifts to contribute towards the creation of a better society

· The need for courage in the search for truth and justice, peace and love and for standing up for things we believe in

· People who have made in the past or are now making a significant contribution to the creation of a better society

· People who have shown great courage in standing up for their beliefs

· The need for guidelines and directions in helping to create a just world

7.
School Ethos


The Gaelscoil is committed to cherishing and celebrating the religious backgrounds of all the children and in giving equal legitimacy to all whether these are minority or majority identities. This includes the different religious traditions - Catholic and Protestant as well as Non-Christian religions - as well as those from an atheist, agnostic or humanist background.  


In keeping with this commitment, the school will attempt to accommodate specific religious or moral teaching within the life of the school from whatever background that may come, be it Catholic or Protestant, Christian or Non-Christian.

8.
Parental choice

The Gaelscoil recognises the importance of parental choice in regard to a child’s development and upbringing.  As their children enrol in the school, each parent/legal guardian will be asked whether or not they wish their child to participate in certain religious events.  This information will be kept on file until the child leaves the school. 
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